§979.219

whom the handler packs melons during
such period and the location of such
plantings. However, during the first
season of operation under the order
each handler need only report the num-
ber of acres each of cantaloupes and
honey dew melons planted together
with the location of all such plantings.

[44 FR 28781, May 17, 1979, as amended at 64
FR 23759, May 4, 1999]

Subpart—Assessment Rates

§979.219 Assessment rate.

On and after October 1, 1999, an as-
sessment rate of $0.05 per carton is es-
tablished for South Texas melons.

[656 FR 10376, Feb. 28, 2000]

Subpart—Handling Regulations

§979.304 Handling regulation.

During the period beginning May 1
and ending on June 20 of each season
no person shall handle cantaloupe or
honeydew melons unless they meet the
requirements of paragraphs (a) through
(c), (d) or (e) and (f) of this section.

(a) Grade requirements. (1) Canta-
loupes shall be U.S. Commercial grade
or better, except that not more than 8
percent serious damage including not
more than 5 percent decay shall be per-
mitted.

(2) At least 50 percent of the hon-
eydew melons in any lot shall meet the
requirements of U.S. Commercial grade
except that not more than 20 percent
serious damage shall be allowed includ-
ing not more than 10 percent for mel-
ons affected by decay. In addition, the
combined juice from the edible portion
of a sample of honeydew melons se-
lected at random shall contain not less
than 8 percent soluble solids as deter-
mined by an approved hand refractom-
eter. Individual cartons shall contain
not less than 25 percent U.S. Commer-
cial or better quality.

(3) Individual packages may contain
not more than double the specified lot
tolerance.

(b) Container requirements. (1) Except
as provided in paragraphs (b)(4), (d) or
(e) and (f) of this section all canta-
loupes shall be packed in fiberboard
cartons with inside dimensions of not
more than 17% nor less than 16% inches
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in length, not more than 13 nor less
than 12% inches in width, and not more
than 113 nor less than 9 3 inches in
depth. All honeydew melons shall be
packed in fiberboard cartons with in-
side dimensions of 17 inches long by
15v4 inches wide and not more than 7%
inches nor less than 6% inches deep. A
tolerance of ¥ inch for each dimension
shall be permitted.

(2) Each carton shall be marked to
indicate the count; the name, address,
and zip code of the shipper; the name of
the product; and the words ‘“‘Produce of
U.S.A.” or ““Product of U.S.A.”

(3) If the carton in which the melons
are packed is not clean and bright in
appearance without marks, stains, or
other evidence of previous use, the car-
ton shall be conspicuously marked
with the words “USED BOX” in letters
not less than three-fourths (34) inch
high.

(4) Honeydew melons may be packed
in rectangular or octagonal bulk con-
tainers having dimensions of 48 inches
long by 40 inches wide by 24 to 36
inches deep. A tolerance of 1% inch for
each dimension shall be permitted.

(6) These container requirements
shall not be applicable to melons sold
to Federal agencies.

(c) Inspection. (1) No handler may
handle any melons regulated here-
under, except pursuant to paragraphs
(d) or (e) and (f) of this section, unless
an inspection certificate has been
issued covering them and the certifi-
cate is valid at the time of shipment.
City and State destinations shall be
listed on inspection certificates and re-
lease forms.

(2) No handler may transport by
motor vehicle or cause such transpor-
tation of any shipment of melons for
which an inspection certificate is re-
quired unless each such shipment is ac-
companied by a copy of the inspection
certificate applicable thereto or the
shipment release form furnished by the
inspection service identifying truck
lots to which a valid inspection certifi-
cate is applicable. A copy of such in-
spection certificate or shipment re-
lease form shall be surrendered upon
request to Texas Department of Agri-
culture personnel designated by the
committee.
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